Int 
CONSOLIDATED 
SCHOOL 


WHAT IT IS 


By O. H. Byland, 
County School Superintendent. 


1. It is the new farm school. 


2. It is the school that puts “earn” in 
Learning. 


3. Educationally speaking, it is the farm- 
ers’ Declaration of Independence. 


4, It is the only kind of farm school that 
provides equality of opportunity for the farm 
children to attend a good school. 


5. It is the school that serves the educa-~ 
tional needs of a fair-sized rural community, 
being in the best sense a civic-social-education- 
al center for the old as well as for the young. 


BENEFITS OF THE CONSOLIDATED 
SCHOOL WHEN COMPARED TO 


Sets Ve Ua ee 


THE ONE-ROOM RURAL SCHOOL. 


Increases the attendance. 

Makes attendance more regular. 
Reduces truancy and tardiness. 
Develops a better school spirit. 
Increases greatly the enrollment. 
Provides much better trained teachers. 


Eliminates the many grades and many 
classes. 


Gives more time and less waste for reci- 
tations. 


Increases three-fold the eighth grade 
completions. 


Conserves more largely health and morals 
of children. 


Provides a good place for the necessary 
civic-social activities. 


Insures an enrollment large enough for 
games and good school work. 


Provides adequate supervision through 
principal and superintendent. 


Keeps more boys and girls happy and con- 
tented with life on the farm. 


Makes possible having a modern course ot 
study in all essential lines. 


Gives better dividends in increased num- 
ber of better trained boys and girls. 


Provides equality of opportunity for all 
farm children to attend good schools. 


CONSOLIDATION OF 
RURAL SCHOOLS. 


Consolidation of schools in rural districts 
has resulted in equally as many advantages to 
the teacher, parents, and community as to the 
pupils. To the teacher it means organized work 
for which she is trained, fewer grades to teach, 
larger classes, and the cooperation that follows 
organized effort. 

To the parents it means that it is not neces- 
sary to move to town to educate their children 
properly, that they can provide their children 
the best possible public school education and 
are relieved of the responsibility of transporting 
their children to and from school. 

To the community it means a community 
center which leads to improvement through lec- 
tures, debates and other forms of entertain- 
ment. It brings prosperity through improved 
methods in agriculture, better roads which lead 
to increased land values, and a broadening in- 
fluence on the people of the community as they 
become accustomed to thinking in terms larger 
than the one-room school. 


For several years it has been evident that 
the rural school has not kept pace with the city 
and town schools. The situation has become 
such at the present time that only a complete 
reorganization, backed by efficient and adminis- 
trative experience, can provide schools suited to 
the needs of children in rural districts. 

School teachers with only high school edu- 
cation or less teaching in the Oregon public 
schools number 2266. Of this number 1768 are 
in one-room rural schools, in some places con~ 
ducted and equipped as they were 50 years age 
before the advent of automobiles, telephones, 
mail routes, farm machinery, railroads, better 
roads, better homes and better methods of 
farming. 


Provision of a new school building properly 
equipped, while improving physical conditions, 
will not solve the rural school problem. The 
limitations of the one-room school, the short, 
choppy recitation periods in the effort to in- 
clude all subjects in the curriculum, and lack of 
supervision over teachers and pupils still exist. 


Wherever consolidation has been tried a 
keener rivalry among the children is evident be- 
cause of larger classes, causing the subject mat- 
ter to be more fully developed because of differ- 
ent viewpoints. Better grading and classifica- 
tion, a larger number of recitations, and a long- 
er period of time for each recitation is possible. 
The teaching force is improved and teachers are 
provided with the proper equipment with which 
to conduct their work. 


Astoria, Oregon, May 1927 


